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_ bv The Epiflls Dedicatory. 
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deeply 4 5 


1 now offer = you the plain Diſcourſe, 
e, 
fon; and 


v our profeſ”d Defire, I bur ĩt ight be 


the compoſing of it: and if God ſbal 


the Minds of... your, Friends may be the more 


ly impreſs d thereby. 
not blame me, te 


which war Neeb, and 'is nom publiſh'd 
Re 55 pon "that ſor # whul Oc. 
y our bands crave 


65 leave to 
preſent it to Fon 1 5 Son- in-Lam, 4t to 
eee g wr Grief) and Loſs." 't 


4 real Service to the Living, and not 4 
Complement on the Decear d; and by that 


defign 1 endeavour d to govern my 
427 


t0'that end, Lam perſuaded it will help to 
a your Sorrow, and ſupport 
Firit wn this your great Afliction: And 
\T bouphts' 54 eu inſtrumental in con- 
kb any thing ee, will be hight 
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vont Unworthy, bat Aﬀectionate = 


Brother, and Servant, 


V. T ONG. 


Ps AL u LXXIL 26. 


My Fleſh and my Heart faileth, but 
God is the Strength of my Heart and | 


my Portion for ever. 


Need not. tell you of this Congregation how 

I, come to ſtand in the place of your Faithful 

"Paſtor at this time: Your Affection for him 
is ſo great, that it will not ſuffer you to be 


| cern'd about them. 

- You cannot but be ſenſible how deep a Wound 
God has made in his Family, and in ſome of the 
deareſt of his outward Comforts, by the Removal of 
a tender, dutiful, and beloved Daughter. r ie 
It is a Wound in his Family ; for tho ſhe was 

ſome time before. tranſplanted into a Family of her 
own, yet the Diſtance of Place was ſo ſmall, the Op- 
portunitys of mutual "ooo and Converſe ſo frequent, 

an 


8 1 — with his Afflictions, or uncon- 
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and all the Circumſtances fo very much to his Satif- 8 
faction and Comfort, that ſhe could ſcarcely be ſaid 


23 be e much © =. 28 HS rom. her Father 5 | 
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Familys at once, and upon two of the 3 Rela- . 
tions that are in this world, a tender Husband and a p 


tender Father ; who, nt withſtanding all the Aſſiſtan- 


ces of Reaſon and Religion, have mueh2ado to for- 


bear thoſe 2s Wiſhes, O that it were with us as 


in. months, en the U andla „gehe Dara”. ſbined 
upon our Aal, . his * wa iy o Fahernacle ! 
7 29. 3,4 . DO 


But we * by this and many bagger N let 
oO W rovide 


your Habitations be ever with 


what is uſeful to preſerve Life, — to the Me- 
thods both of Nature and Religion, yet there is no- 
Man hath power over the Spirit to retain the Spirit, 
neither hath any one Power in the day of Death, nor is 
there any Diſcharge in that War, Beclef 8.8. 
I ſhall not enlarge upon the cbmmendable CH 
racter of our deceas d Friend. ; She ſtands in no ne 
of it, nor have her Rolatioms urg dime to it: TH 
are ſatisfyꝰd that ſhe Shs her ſelf in ſuch & maj 42 
ner to them, . both in Religibus and mw Duty . 28 
made her to live dell . and die lame 23 
' My buſineſs is with the Livin 960 0 nde 
to hope ſuch a Providence as this may Have . 
ſome ſerious Impreſſions upon you; 0 th oy” 
given us a more'eaſy and Qual Acceſs unto your - 
Conſciences. And it is ſo hard a thing i in our days 
to meet with any (eſpecially young Ferfons) whoſe 
Raten rere and ſuſceptible © the A 


we of 


" . ä - * — | * 
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6f Goch that we are loth to loſe an Opportunity o? 


4 . 


this ust ure F 
This is a time when we are often invited into 
'Hoaſes of Feuſting and Mirth, and now God Has call'd 
us into the Honſe of Maurning: This is not fo agree- 
able to Nature as the other, but it is more ſub- 
| ſervient to our real and beſt Intereſts. The Royal 
| Preacher tells us 6, arid gives 4 very good reaſon Eceleſ. y 2 
for it: In the Houſes of Mourning we ſte the End of 
all Fleſh, and the Living wilt lay it to heart. Here we 
are put in mind of Death and Eternity, which in the 
bouſes of Mirth and Feafting we are too prone to for- 
get, and to pur far from us. ine $00 

- The Living will lay it to heart It is well if they 
would do 55 but I remember how an Excellent 
Miniſter, upon his citing thoſe Words of Solomon, 
broke out into this pathetical A poffrophe, Bleſſed Soul ! 
Would they do ſo in thy time? Alas, the Living in our 
days will lay nothing to heart. Ade ola 

But the God whom we ſerve can open the Hearts 
of Men, that they ſhall artend to the Voice both 
of his Providences, and of his Word; and in his Name 
I would: recommend to you this Portion of Scripture, 
to ich I was deſir'd to ſpeak on this occaſion: 
Fleſh and my Heart faileth, but God is the Streng th of 
my Heart, and my Portion for ever. 
They are the Words of an holy Man of God, 
who had met with' a very dangerous and fhocking 
Temptation, from the ſeemingly unequal Diſtribu- 
tions of Providence in this World. By this Temp- 

tation he was ſtunn'd and born down for ſome time, 
but after wards in the Sanctuary of God got the Victo- 
| ry over it, and gain'd very great Experience and 
3 B 2 Hereby 


4 Herd. ©: | 
Hereby he was made more ſenſible of the Weak- 
neſs and Folly of his own Heart: Ver. 22. So fooliſh. 
was I and ignorant, I was as a Beaſt before thee; judg- 
ing of things only by Senſe, and the preſent. external 
Appearance. 0 by eee 
| _ » -Hereby he was more fully aſſur'd of the Divine 
Care and faithful Manutenency : Ver. 23. Neverthe- 
. teſs I am continually with thee, thou haſt holden me by 
thy Right Hand; had it not been for this, his Steps had 
more than well-nigh ſlipt. - - 
Hereby he was confirm'd in his Hopes of God's 
N future Kindneſs and Conduct: Ver. 24. Thou ſbalt 
| 2 2 by thy Counſel, and afterwards receive me to 
| yl aa his Love to God and Delight in him, as 
his Portion and Happineſs, were increasd and im- 
prov'd : Whom have 1 in Heaven but thee? and 
there is none upon Earth that. 1 deſire beſides thee, &c. 
Ver. 23, 26. = * 
By this means he was more thorowly convinc'd of 
he Miſery of all wicked Men, how . proſperous ſo- 
ever in the World; and ſo the ground of the Tempta- 
tion was remov'd, and that Snare effectually broken 
for the future: For lo they that are far from thee ſhall 
periſh ; Thou haſt deſtroy d all them that go a mhoring 
7 io oi eo a. 
And finally he was taught hereby to put a greater 
value upon the Liberty of Acceſs to God in his Or- 
dinances, where he had receiv'd ſuch ſeaſonable Sup- | 
plys of Strength and Comfort: Ver. 28. Bat it is good 
For me to draw nigh to God. en el” a 
„ Thus God knows not only how to deliver his Ser- 
+ yants out of Temptation, but to make them Gainers 
by it; and it is worth the while to endure ſuch a | 
19H = Conflict, 


. - 
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e Mrs. ANN Warner 
Conflict, for the Honour and the Advantages that at- 
tend ſuch a Victory. | 
In the Text it ſelf you have a complex Propoſition, 
conſiſting of two parts, of a very different nature 
and aſpect: The one extremely dark and diſtreſs'd, 


My Fleſh and my Heart faileth: The other equally 
bright and refreſhing, Bat God is the Strength of my 


| Heart, and my Portion for ever, Both theſe muſt 


have a diſtinct Conſideration. 


Firſt, Let us take a. view of that great Diſtreſs 
which the. Pſalmift was in, as it is here repre- 
ſented, My Fleſh and my Heart faileth; 


The Cauſe of this Complaint ſeems to be ſome 

rievous Affliction that he labour'd under, and gave 
Pim the firſt occaſion to take notice of the Health 
and Proſperity of ſome of his wicked Neighbours, 
and run him into the Temptation of Impatience with 
his own Condition, and envying the Eaſe of others; 


| queſtioning and quarrelling the Wiſdom and Equity 


of the Divine Providence. I ſuppoſe it was a 
threatning Diſtemper, by which himſelf tells us 
Fe was plagued all the day long, and. chaſtened every. 
morning.. | Ry, 
And this Affliction would be much aggravated by 
that. violent Temptation. he. fell under ; which is a 
thing that often affects even the Body it ſelf, and 
makes the Fleſh to fail as well as the Spirit; it puts 
the whole Frame of Nature out of courſe, ſpoils the 
Conſtitution; the Blood, the animal Spirits, and all 
the Juices of the Body are vitiated and corrupted by 


© it; cſpecially when it riſes toa great height, and is of. 


long continuance... 5 
And 


| ; " To A 4 * 4 Piero Strman" Ry 
Aa we may fuppoſe;s that aſter the Tem — 
i 3 Conquer, yr the Afflittion that gave th firſt 
k riſe; unto it, might not only remain but increaſe; 


ae thar the Pfſalmiſt look?d upon himfelf 


' as: ie ung Man, and as ſuch crys out, My Fkfb and 
if muy Heart failenh: and if we take it thus, it is a 
common Caſe and of univerſal Concernment to us 
all, and muſt be expected to be our own Caſe in a 
little time. And from hence we obſerve, © 


Obſervat. That the Servants of God themſelves, under the 
Views and Approaches of Death, may not only Joel 
their Flaſb, 2 their Heart: failing them. | 


I ſhall take it for granted, that by the Heart we are 

not to underſtand the animal Spirits, or the mere na- 
rural Life, as ſome pretend that have learnt the Art of 

impoueriſhing the Scripture, but that the word is to 

be taken iu the moſt proper ſenſe for the Soul: And 1 

think this is ſufficlently evident from the latter part 

of the Teut, God is the S: th of my Heart. Surely *- 
= that is not to be under of the animal Spirits, 
14 but of the very Soul it Gar. and therefore it has the 
fame: meaning in the former part too: And fo re- 
preſents the Pſalmiſt to us as feeling 4 total Failure 
in both the conſtituent Parts of his Perſon, his Body 
and his Sas, the outer and the inne- Mas. Now. 
let us more cloſely conſider this diſtreſ'd Caſe in 
both the Parts of it. 

1. The Failure of the Body: 35 Fliſh faileth, Diſ- 
tempers and Death will 4 pull, the Body 
down, and lay its Beauty in the Buſt: Nom 8. 10. 
The Boay. 1 becauſe of Sin; it mult' die, and is 
dying every day, This Failure of the Fleſh is very | 


part1. 


Zenſations and threatning Diſeaſes. 
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particularly deſcrib d in Scripture; us 'thiar whith God 


wou'd have us to conſider ſeriouſſy and often; there 


we read that the Conntenaxce: is chung d, Job 14. 20. 


the Strength gone, the Fleſh maſled, Job 3 3. 21. the 
Breath currupt, job 17.1: the Hande, thoſe Keepers 
the Houſe, trembling 5 the Lains that. were as. ſtrong 


Men, the Supports of the Body; bowing themſelves ; 
the Eyes dim and darkned, thoſe H/indows out of 


which the Soul looks: and in ſhort, the Si/ver Cord 
broken, the whole Oeconomy of the Body diſſolv'd, 


becauſe Man goes to his long home, Eccleſ. 12. 3, 4, 5. 


No- 25 diſtreſs'd a Caſe this is for a Man to 
find hi Fleſh and Body thus failing, will appear by 
fuch: Conſiderations as theſe. Dag Ih | oy 
1. That this Body is veally a part of our ſelves; a 
conſtituent part of our Perſons, and therefore we 

cannot but be ſenſibly touch'd with its Failures and 


approaching Ruins: No Man ever hated hu amn Fleſh; Eph. 5. 29. 


God, as the Author of our Natures, has implanted 
in the Soul of Man that Love and Tenderneſs for its 
Body, which ſhall not be extinguiſh'd by Death it ſelf, 
but ſhall remain aſter the Separation, and diſcover 
it ſelf in deſires of a Reunion. Some Perſons pre- 


tend, by their fine abſtracted Speculations, to have 


elevated themſelves above al] regards to the Body, 


and above the reliſh of all corporeal Entertainments 


and Delights: But there's no reaſon to think that 
they believe themſelves, and it is certain they can- 
not reduce thoſe airy Notions to practice; the Body 
will let 'em know how nearly they are ally'd to it, 
and that they cannot diſtinguiſh it out of their Con- 
ſtitution, it will ſtill be a part of themſelves, and 
will command their Sympathy with all its painful 
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Pſal. 139. 


Coſt, too many Thoughts and Cares have been 


IA Funeral Sermon 
2. The Body is that part of our ſelves which we art 
beſt | acquainted with. I ſpeak this to our ſhame, but 
ſo it really is, and it is in vain to deny it. We 
have very much loſt the knowledg: of our ſpiritual 
part, and are become great Strangers to our better 
ſelves: We know very little of the nature of a 
ſpiritual Subſtance, and not much more of its Facul- 
tys, Powers and Operations; but we are better ac- 
quainted with our Bodys, we feel their Wants and 
their Ailances, and can tell ſomething of their Make 
and Conſtitution, tho. as to the more interior and 
recondite Parts of this Fabrick, we are {till at a loſs, 
and have reaſon to ſay, We are fearfully and won- 
derfully made, and curiouſly wrought, Here the moſt ti 
Skilful are much in the dark, and their niceſt Diſſec- tl 
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tions of a dead Body will never thorowly acquaint al 
them with the Structure of one that is living, ſo great li 
a change is made in the very Article of Death. 

But ſtill it is true, we know much more of our 60 
Bochs than of our Spirits; and this old and intimate B 
acquaintance is a very indearing thing, and will ir 
make thoſe things very grievous to us that threaten v 


to give a great interruption to that Correſpondence, 7 
which has been ſo long kept up betwixt our Souls and D 
our Boays. R 

3. The Bod) is that part of our ſelves which we have 
been but too fond of, fond even to a fault: we have 
made too much {ſtir about it; too much Time and 


ſpent upon it, how to adorn and ſet it off to the 
beſt Advantage, how to ſupport and uphold it, how 
to pleaſe and gratiſy it. Our Concern for the Body ij 
is ſo great, and ſo apt to exceed all bounds, that our 
bleſſed Saviour ſaw it neceſſary to give us a Caution 
and 


TT” - * 


e 


* 77 


far your Life, what you ſhull 
drin; nor yet for your Body, what you ſhall put on. 
It is but too evident that the greateſt part of Man- 
kind make it the whole Buſineſs of their Lives to 
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and a Check about it: Mat. 6. 25. Tale nb thought 
eat, or what you 2 


provide for the Fleſh. Now it is no wonder if the 
Failure of this indulg'd Body be very grievous to 
us. When ſo much Curioſity has been imploy'd in 
dreſſing the Body, to ſee Death come, and with rude 
hands ſttip it of all at once; when that which has 


far'd as deliciouſly as we cou'd afford, and perhaps 


more too, comes it ſelf to be made a Feaſt to the 
Worms; the Thoughts of this cannot but be afflic- 
ting to us: and indeed we fooliſhly aggravate: both 


the Sorrows. and Terrors of Death, by our too ee 
and delicate Treatment of theſe frail Bodys while we” 


live, | 


* 


4. The manner in which the Fleſh uſually fails, adds 


to the Diſtreſs of the Caſe. Cou'd we put off this 


Body, as we do our Clothes every night, the part - 


I 3 7 


ing wou'd be much more eaſy ; but it is not ſo 


with us; Death uſually comes upon us with a dread- 
ful Pomp, its Harbingers march before in mortal 
Diſtempers; we muſt expect to be put upon the 
Rack, and have one Bone broken to day, and ano- 
ther to morrow; to have weariſom Days and Nights 
appointed for us, extreme Sickneſs, violent Pains, bro- 


ken and diſturb'd Slumbers, cold and clammy Sweats, 
frequent Faintings, ſtrong Convulſions. Thus we 
are batter'd down by the Artillery of Death by piece- 
meal; and this makes the Caſe much more diſtreſs'd 
chan if we cou'd be carry'd away in a Sleep, or hy 


. | a ſudden Death, provided we were well prepar'd for 
ion it; for in that Caſe ſudden Death is ſudden -Glory.. - 


But, f C 5. The 


14 


A Funeral Sermon 

5. The Exigence of the Caſe lies in this, That hen 
the Fleſh fails, the Soul flees away into another State 
and World, Pſal. 90. 10. It # ſoon cut off, and we 

e away, The Inhabitant leaves the Body as an un- 
tenantable Houſe; and as the Soul cannot but ſym- 
pathize with the Bod) upon the account of the per- 
ſonal Union, ſo for the ſame reaſon the Body feels 
ſomething of the Anxietys of a departing Soul. And 
this leads me 0:288 - [72> ß ITT, ETHRIRR 

Second Part of this diſtreſs'd Caſe, The Failure of” 
the Heart: My Fleſh and my Heart faileth. 

By the Failure of the Heart we cannot under- 
ſtand the Deſtraction of the Eſſence of the Soul, as if 
it gere but a mere mode of the Matter, and like the 
of a Beaſt that goes downward ; nor the Fai- 
Ie” of all its gracious $6 5s for theſe by the 
Divine Conſtitution are made as immortal and in- 
defectible as the very Subſtance of the Soul: This 


indeed is not by Nature but by Grace; they are 


born again of an iucorrupt ible Seed, and this abides in 
them for ever, But the Heart may be ſaid to fail in 
two reſpects. . eh een 

I. Jn reſpett of its Intellectual Actings: There 
may be a very great Diſorder in the Powers and 
Operations of the Soul, by reaſon of the Failure of 
its Organ the Body. Senſe may fail, and the Under- 
ſtanding may fail in whole or in part; the Thoughts 


may be all dark, incoherent and confus?d, the ra- 


tional Soul ſcarce ſhewing it ſelf at all: The Sun, and 
the Moon, and the Stars may be darkned, the intellec- % 
tual Facultys all clouded and obſcur'd, according to 
the elegant Deſcription we have of this very Caſe 


in Eccleſ. 12. 2. The wiſeſt Man in the World may 
ſoon, by the violence of a Diſtemper, fall into a 
perfect 
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. Aperſelt Delirium, Diſtraction and Madneſs. This is 
a common but a moſt compaſſionable Caſe, and a 
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very humbling inſtance of the great Frailty and 


Weakneſs of human Nature. 


2. In reſpett of its moral and gracious Adﬀtings : For 


tho the Habits of Grace ſhall not be loſt, yet the 


Atings thereof may be ſadly interrupted. There 
may be a preſent Failure in the exerciſe of Faith, 
and Hope, and Patience, 'and Delight in God ; and 
ſo a Loſs of that inward Peace, Calmneſs and Com- 
fort, which the Soul once enjoy'd, and a deplorable 


Prevalency of Doubts and Fears, Miſgivings of Heart, 


and foreboding Apprehenſions of Milery and Wrath. 
There may be: amazing and overwhelming Thoughts 
about the Judgment to come, and the eternal World: 
It may be thus with God's own Children; when 
they come to the uttermoſt Ends of the Earth, their 


Spirits may be. overmhelm'd within them; when they 


think of God, they may be troubled, and he may 
be a Terror to them, who is their only Hope in the day 
of Evil. Now this Failure of the Heart does great- 
ly add to the Diſtreſs of the Caſe; for the Soul is 


not only by much the nobler part of Man, but 


that which ſupports the whole under other Burdens: 


— : 
0 1 | 
Sa 1 


The Spirit of a Man will ſuſtain his Infirmity, but à brov. 18. 
wounded Spirit who can bear ? And yet it is no won» + 


der, if when the Fleſh fails, the Heart ſhou'd ſink 
and fail too, if we conſider theſe things. 


(..) Oar Unacquaintedneſs with the Eternal World. 
We know. what this World is, but we know very 
little of the other: Here we have had our Birth 


and Education, and here we have convers'd all our 
days; but who hath aſcended up into Heaven, who 
among the Living has had a view of that World 


6 2 which 


": ; of Pere Simons. w 
which lies beyond Death? It is true, Life and Trmnor- 
tality are brought to Light thro the Goſpel; but the 
account we have of them is very general, and in 
theſe things we are dull of Underſtanding, and flow to 
believe, Now to leave a World which we k»ow, and 
launch out into one that we know not, may well 
Mock the wiſeſt and the firmeſt Mind: even thoſe 
that know they are nom the Sons of God, do yet 
freely own, . They know not what they ſhall be, 1 John 

3. 2. The ingenious and devout Mr. Norrs expreſſes 
himſelf very well upon this Subject, in his Poem 
call'd the Meditation. 99 


* 
S ² w ˙ ¹Ü2ͥ , . Sono. SLRS r 224 a i<s  aa- 


It muſt be done, my Soul, but tis a ſtrange, 
An awful and myſterious Change ; | 

4 M ben thou ſhalt leave this Tenement of Clay, = 
And to an anlnomn Somewhere: wing away: MR © 

| When Time ſhall be Eternity, and thu 
| Shalt be thou know'ft not what, and live tor 
knon*ſt not how. = 


It is recorded as a noble Inſtance of the Faith of 
Abraham, that when he was calFd to leave his native 
Country and his Father's Houſe, and to go into a 
frange. Land which he ſhould receive for an Inheritance, | 
he obey'd' and went out, not knowing whither he went, 
Heb. 11. 8. But it requires a ſtronger Faith to be 
willing to die, becauſe this is going into another 
World, and not into another part of the ſame World. 
(2.) Conſciouſneſs of Sin may well make the Heart 
fail in a dying Hour, Sin is the Sting of Death; 
this Conſideration, that Sin ſeparates the Soul and 
Body, will make the Heart to tremble : and at that 
day the Soul has uſually a more clear and lively | 
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ſenſe of Sin, both of Nature and Practice; that's 4 
time to call to remembrance, Conſcience is then tho- 
rowly awaken'd, and ſets the Sins even of good 
Men in order before them. Sins committed long ago, 
that had been forgotten, are now call'd over again, 
and are as freſh in the memory as if they were 
committed but yeſterday. Sins that ſeem'd light 
and ſmall, now appear to be great and heinous, and 
preſent themſelves to the view of the Soul with 
their attendant Aggravations. Many things that 
ſeem'd innocent and harmleſs to the Soul before, 
now appear to be really calpable; and then the Foun- 
tains of the great Deep are open'd, and the departing 
Soul has the cleareſt Views of 4 corrupt and degenerate 
Natare, and of that original Rebellion, which did thus 
debaſe and vitiate the human Nature. And no won- 
der if ſuch a Proſpect of this makes the Heart to 
fail, and to cry out as the Pſalmift, Mine Iniquitys pfl. 38. 4. 
are gone over my Head as a heavy Burden, they are 
too 2 for me to bear. And elſewhere, Mine Ini - pal. 40. 
quitys have taken hold apon me ſo that I am not'* 
able to look up, they are more than the Hairs of my 
Head, therefore my Heart faileth me. And ſometimes 
God chuſes to tell his People of their Sins when they 
lie upon a Death-bed, as he told Aaron and Moſes 
of their Rebellion againft him at Meribah, when he 
bid them go up, the one into Mount Hor, and the 
other into Mount Nebo, and die there. An eminent Mr. New- 
Miniſter us d to tell his Hearers, That for his own come 
part, were it not for his hopes in the Righteouſneſs of ge. © 
Chriſt, he did verily believe the Thoughts of Death would. 
make him go diſtracted. And indeed if we be not led to 
the Rock that is higher than our ſelves, our Spirits will be 
overwhelm'd within us at that day, Pſal. 61. 2. 
(3.) The 
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FF 3 A F uneral Sermon Ad 
(.) The Expectation of the ſtrict and impartial Judg- 
* 5 God: This Sm the thee of the him 
teſt Sinner on Earth to fail; a ſerious Diſcourſe upon 
this Judgment to come, made Felix tremble before his 
Priſoner, I have heard of a poor Malefactor going 
to Execution, under great Confuſion and Terrors of 
Conſcience ; when he was ask'd by one of his ſinful 
Companions, What, Man, are you afraid of Death?. 
He anſwer'd, No, Sir, I am not afraid of Death, but 
I am afraid of that which lies beyond Death; and there's 
reaſon for it, for after Death comes the Judgment. 
Now the beſt of God's Children have not always-a 
full aſſurance in themſelves, that they ſhall be able 
to ſtand in Judgment: they know they ſhall then 
have to do with a moſt impartial Judg, an Heart- 
ſearching God, one that reſpecteth not Perſons, nor 
zaketh Rewards: and the leaſt doubt about their ſpiri- 
tual State, when they are going to the Bar of God, 
muſt needs fit heavy upon them, and make their 


Hearts to fa l. And ſince there is ſo. much remaining 


Darkneſs in the Minds of good Men, concerning the 


Work of Redemption, the Covenant of Grace, and 


the Righteouſneſs of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, it is no 


wonder that their Spirits ſometimes fink within 


them at their Approaches to that Great Tribunal. 


(4.) The awful Thought that this is the laſt Change, 
and lets the Soul into an unchangeable Eternity, is enough 


to make the Heart fail, The departing Soul conf*i- 
ders with it ſelf, Tam going into that State in which 


1 muſt abide for ever, whether better or worſe it 


admits. of no further Change; if I find my ſelf un- 
happy at my firſt Entrance into the ſeparate State, 
I muſt be unhappy for ever, there is 4 great Gulph 
xd which T cannot paſs, In this Caſe there had 

| need 
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need to be a confirm'd Faith and Hope, to keep the 
Heart from ſinking: Eternity is an awful Word. I 
have read of a Lady that was very little concern'd 


about her Soul and her future State, but had a Ser- 


vant that was ſeriouſly religious, and would be often 


reading in one good Book or other; the Lady would 
chide her for it, and many times pull the Bock out 


of her hand; and being once going to do fo, ſhe caſt 
her Eye upon the word Eternity, which preſent! 

ſtruck her like a Dagger to the Heart: ſhe retir'd, 
and begun to think ſeriouſly on the Eternal World, 
and her Fears encreas*d,. ſhe could take no reſt in the 
Night: Her Servant perceiving her to be ver 

uneaſy, ask'd her the reaſon of it; ſhe reply, 


That word Eternity, which I ſaw in thy Book, has ſo 
ſeiz'd upon my Mind, that I think I ſball never have one 


comfortable Hour more as long as I live; but God 
made uſe of it as the means of her thorow Con- 
verſion. Now if the ſerious Thoughts of Eternity 
could make ſuch Impreſſions upon a Perſon in per- 


| fect Health, how awful muſt they be to one that ; 
finds himſelf juſt launching out into that boundleſs . 


Ocean? And, 5 1 
(5. God. may at that time withdraw himfelf, and 
let Satan looſe to buffet the Soul; and then Deep calls 


unto Deep, the Deep of bodily Affliction to the 


Deep of inward Diſtreſs: and how great that Diſ- 
treſs is, none can tell, but thoſe that have receiv'd 


a Sentence. of Death in themſelves, and thought they 


felt the whole frame of Nature diſſolving, and their 
Hearts, at the ſame time, overwhelm'd with diſ- 


mal Apprehenſions of everlaſting Miſery. If any of 


us have from ſuch a dark State been rais'd up to 


Health and Hope again, we are the beſt able to Judg; 
| | OL: 
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of the meaning of this Complaint in the Text, 'My. - 
Fleſh and my. Heart faileth. Fg WE 


It is now time I ſhould come to the bright and 


pleaſant ſide of this awful Subject; perhaps you may 
think it is more than time, and that I have ſtay?d 
too long upon the ungrateful melancholy part: 1 
therefore now proceed to conſider, fy 


= 


_ Secondly, The bleſſed Support and mou that. was 
vier) ſeaſonabiy given in unto the Pfalmiſt in the 
Depths of his Diſtreſs : God is the Strength of my 
Heart, and my Portion for ever. And here ob- 

2 Hepes, ©; 297 01957 OY 1181 
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obe. © God his provided for his People living Supports is 4 


dying Hour, and an everlaſting Portion in the. 
World that lies beyond Death. God is the Strength 
of my Heart, and my Portion for ever: Here is 
Hope in Death, and Eternal Happineſs after Death; 
1 would illuſtrate this moſt comfortable Doc- 
trine in a few Particulars, - E of UI £9 


1. When the Servants of God find both Fleſh aa 


Heart failing, they are chiefly concern'd for the Support 


of the Heart, The Pſalmiſt felt rhe Fleſb fail as well 
as the Heart, but he ſeems to neglect the Fleſh, and 
only looks out for a Support for the Spirit: He does 
not ſay in this Caſe, God is the Strength of my Body, 
and the Health of my Countenance ; but God is the 
Strength of my Heart. He knew the Fleſh muſt fail, 
and he ſeems to be willing that it ſhould fail, and was 
only ſollicitous that the Heart might not fail too. 
It is as if he ſhould ſay, I can bear the Failure of 


1 Body, but I cannot bear to ſee my Soul ſinking, and 


left 
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left Seve, 7 all, Supports; let but God be the 
S th of Felt n and as. 101 my poor Duſt der 
5 Ds to its > Daft. my Fleſh. ſhall reſt in hope. 

Thus it becomes the Servants of God to bow their 

1 5 eads to his Authotity, as the Sovereign Lord 

e and Death, to ſubmit to the Equity of that 
A Dit thou art, and to Daſe thou ſhalt re- 
turn... They know the Soul is vaſtly more precious 
than the Body; and they know that if the Soul be 
ſay din that Hour, the 2807 ſhall not Always periſh. 
in the Grave. . T5. 

2. Departing Saints do not ſeek for Fele piritaal 
Supports in themſelves, or in any of the C. reatures, but in 
G alone. God © the Streng th e my. * They 
ſeek not t 5. Support in e elves ; they know if 
God ſhould" be ſtrict to mark Mh, they cannot 
ſtand. It is true, the Teſtimony of a good Conſci- 
ence yields ſolid Comfort at ſuch a time; but then a 
good Conſcience that cannot be, that is. not purg d 
and e by the Blood of Chriſt, A mere natural 


Sol to 10 Aire the Forgiveneſs that is with God, 
muſt needs condemn the Sinner... . 

Nor do the Servants of God ook for Soul- Sup- 
ports from any. of the Creatures. Riches profit not in 


diftreſs'd Soul, 1 the Lord ao ot help-thee, whence 
(ball '7 help thee 7 None can by any "means redeem his 
Brother, or give to God a Ranſom for him; the Re- 
demption of the Soul is precious, and for any thing 
that Creatures can do muſt ceaſe for ever. The 


oY can ſecurely cruſt ; Here is nothing but what 
ede 1 may 


not inlighten'd by the Word and Spirit of 


Servants of God ſee nothing in this World to which 
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the day of Wrath ;_ earthly Enjoyments are miſerable 
Cotes! * the beſt of Creatures muſt ſay to the 
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ay fall them, id 1 8 but what __ i * 
ol theit Fleſh and Hea fails, every thing in this 
World fails them 1 
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while, we conlider bil as 'G6d 0 our Creator, we are 
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15 Hand, 1 commit . writ, 10 A releem pe ( 4 


4 God of 7 ruth 
3 The up orts 0 of 2 di 5 73 8000 1 only eh 

Ws Plies preſent Aids und  Tncomtes | From God, 
the Views 41 an Eternal Happ pig ft 
ever, area is conſe 0 TY felt of its. 
Ager and ever 0 Durztioi u, ad 1s don. 
firm'd 1 the Belief of y the Word of Gag; 
and Ca it finds it felf partic into cht \everlaſt- 
ing g State, cannot be fatisf r Fre 890 
Hope thro Stage, chat it be Well provided 
Ft in that Eternal World. 1 great Vie t en 5 
will be, What haſt thou to live upon, O my Soul, in 
that unſeen and 755 eable State! A Thou art mot 4 
felf : ſufficient Being, 004 i not in thy wn Hand; 

thou baſe, Deſires 754 ee, of Ter ſomet ing . 5 I 
#hy felf, ſomething more and 2 than thy Jelf. What 
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i” | Pottiqu is there laid ap for thee in the other World? 
15 Here tbau baſt thy Habitation, thy Trade, Friends, Re- 
5 latiang, many Comforts, and thou art leaving them all 
behind thee. Thou bropghteſt nothing with. thee into 
this World, and it is certain thou ſbalt carry nothing 
aut. Haſt thou 4 Treaſure already laid ap there; any 
thing to fate thy Nature, to ſatisfy-thy: Deſires ; any 
.Erievds, that when this failing moment comes, may re- 
caiue thee into everlaſting Habitations? Merely to be 
.uncloth?d cannot be a Jefirable thing, unleſs there be 
the hopes of being cloth'd upon with our Houſe from 
Heaven. To be turn d naked out of this World, and 
to find no Friend, no Dwelling, no Reſt, no Provi- 
ſion in the other, muſt be . miſerable caſe, and 
the thoughts thereof will he intolerable. There can be 
then no living Supports in a dying hour, without 
ſome comfortable proſpect of à future ſatisfying 
4. Tie ſame ever-bleſſed God, ' who is the Strength of 
his Peoples Hearts mhen-they are leaving this World, will 
be their everlaſting Portion when. they come into the other. 
The Motion and Flight of the Soul is towards the 
greateſt Good, and there alone can it enjoy everlaſting 


of Man, not to be ſatisfy'd with a leſſer Good, when 


certain the new. Nature leads the Soul up to God, as 
the only Center of its Reſt: ¶ hom have I in Hea- 
en den bat thee? ſays the Pſalmiſt in the Verſe before 
„ the Text. Aſpiring. Creature! Are the Saints and 


cannot all make up a ſatisfying Portion and Happi- 
7-1. Wy +Bels for my Soul. Now when God ſays to the _ 
D 2 


Reſt. We may obſerve it is natural to the Heart 


it knows. there is a greater to be had; and it is 


Angels in Meaven nothing to thee? No, nothing in 
compariſon of God, nothing without God; the 
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Aera Sermon". 
I am thy Shield and thy exceeding great Revard; I am 
thy Salvation, I will receive thee to my. ſelf: The Soul 
then replies, It is enough, the Lord is my Portion, there- 
fore will I hope in him, Lam. 3. ꝶ·uun. 

5. Such Divine Conſolations as theſe, are often re- 
ſerv'd againſt a time of Extremity. I believe there are 
ſome of the Children of God that enjoy the Senſe 
of his Favour and the Light of his Countenance for 
a long time together, without any extraordinary In- 
terruption; but this is not the caſe of all: God ſuffers 

ſome of his Servants to walk mournfully before him 
for a great part of their days; and when Death ap- 
proaches their Fears increaſe, and they reckon upon 
nothing but lying down in Sorrow: they offer up 
ſtrong Crys and Supplications to God, that they may 
have ſome Glimpſe of Hope and Comfort before 
they die; but ſtill God ſeems to hide himſelf, and 
both their Fleſh and Hearts fail, and they look upon 
themſelves as thoſe that are gone down into the Pit, 
Free among ſt the Dead mhom God remembreth no more. 
But when things are thus come to an extremity, then 
the San of Righteouſneſs ariſes upon them with healing 
in his Beams. In the Valley of Achor God 3 
a Door of Hope, in the Evening-tide it is light; and 
when all other Supports fail, then God diſcovers 
himſelf to be the Strength of their Hearts, and their Por- 
tion for ever. He ſometimes chuſes thus to do, re- 
ſerves the beſt Wine. until now, the choiceſt Cor- 
dials to the laſt, and takes occaſion from the Great- 
neſs of the Soul's Diftreſs to make his own Grace 
and Loving-kindneſs the more welcome and the more 
glorious. Here's Grace to help in time of need. 
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on Mr. AN N WI RN E R. 
6. Such ſeaſonable Incomes of Divine Light and 
Love will make the Soul freely willing to put off the, Body, 


and leave the World, There will then be no more 


Complaints of the failing of the Fleſh, or parting 
with Friends and Relations : Theſe Diſcoveries of 
God reconcile his Servants to the Valley of the Sha- 
dow, of Death. When they can ſay, The Lord is the 
Portion of mine Inheritance, I have ſet the Lord always 
before me, be is at my right Hand, I ſhall! not be moved; 
they may very well add, Therefore my Heart is glad, 
and my Glory rejoiceth ; my Fleſh alſo ſhall reſt in hope, 
Pſal. 16. 8, 9. When God has thus ſcatter'd their 
Fears, and ſhew'd them his Salvation, they want no- 
thing more but leave to die, like old Simeon; Lord, 
nom letteſt thou thy Servant depart in Peace, according to 
thy Word. When Chriſt had put an end to the Fright 
his Diſciples were in, by telling them, It is 1, be not 
afraid; the eager Soul of Peter could not contain it 
ſelf, but he cries out, Lord, if it be thou, bid me 
come unto thee on the Water Mat. 14. 28. Such Con- 
ſolation. after ſo great Diſtreſs makes the joyful Soul 
to look with contempt upon all earthly things, and 
long to be gone. A holy Perſon expreſſes it thus 
in the like caſe : r 


O matchleſs Joys ! O-Countenance Divine hier? 
What are theſe T rifles to thoſe Smiles of thine ? 


I ſhall conclude this Diſcourſe. with a few. words 
by way of Application. eb 


” 
5 
* 5 


And 1 might from hence take occaſion to infer, USE 


Tue real and eſſential Diſtinction that there is betwixt 
the Body and the Soul of Man; ſince we ſee the one 
may 


Rom.$.10. 


Dr. Bates. 


my 
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4 and! at the ſame time the cher Hive ; the 
one may fail, and the other be matle ſtrong: The one 
may be dead bevanſe of Siu, and the other Life bitznſe of 
Righteouſneſs. 'Now theſe ate contrary and repug- 
rant Qualitys, and one and the ſame Being cannot 
be the Bubj 0 of them both at the ſame time: And 
therefore dhe Apoftle Paul calls theſe two parts of a 
homan Perfort by the name of two diſtinét Men, 
the or Mar and the inward Man; that ſo he 
— 2 better account for the periſhing of the one, 
the renewing of the - other at che ſame time, 
2 Cor. 4. 16. It is certain, cho they be not aiſtint? 
Perſons, 'they are diſtinũ Beings; for it ĩs le 
that the ſame Man can in the ſame reſpect be both 
periſning and rene wu day by day. 
And I might from hence infer the — 'of 4 
emu State; ſince, when mens *Flefh fails, 
and they have (nothing mere to ſuffer or to fear 
from this Word, then times their Hearts fail 
from the innate ſenſe they have of another State; 
to uſe the Words of a late Learned Perſon: When 
they ve living this World, they Nretth out their Fears 
ino another, aui tremble- at 'the Thoughts of that God 


that lives for ever, and can puniſh- for ever. But 1 


ſhall got inſiſt upon theſe things; this is not a time 
for Controverſy : and \I'-hope I ſpeak to -nane but 
who give their ready Aſſent to theſe great Articles 
of natural Religion. It is the practical Improve- 
ment of this Subject I «would call my* ſelf and you 
unto. And, 

1 75 Let us all be looking for ſuch a Failare as the 
Text fpraks of. It is certain the Fb will fail, and 


the Heart may fail. Are there not many amongſt us 1 


that begin to feel this Failure already? As for ſuch, 
| their 
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their Days ſhould ſpeak, and the Multitude oſ their 
Years ſhouſd teach them this Wiſdom, to be continually 
waiting till this great Change come. And ſurely 
Toung Perſons connot think this Advice unſeaſonable 
or improper for them, eſpecially when God by this 
Breach which we now lament has ſo plainly told 
you, That every one in the beſt Eſtate is altogether 
 Yanity, The Providence of God tells you this day, 
that theſe Bodys of yours, which you take ſo much 
pains ___ fo much time about, to dreſs them, 
and to feed them, and to pleaſe them, may in a 
few days fail you; and neither Old nor Young can 
aſſure themſelves, that when the F/e{b-fails the Heart 
ſhall not fail too. We do not know how great the 
Terrors and Agonys/ of a dying hour may prove: 
Oh that we were 'wiſe, that we unlerſtoad this, and 
would ferioufly conſider our latter end It is our Duty 
and out Wiſdom to acquaint our ſelves with Deaths 
0 ſay to Corruption, Thos: art my Fat her; and to the Jobi. 14. 
Worm, Thou art u | 


not put the evil Day far from us; for it will be 

both a Surprize and a Snare upon. thoſe that do ſo. 

How much better is it to live in the daily; Expec- 

rations of that great deciſive Hour, cho the Thoughts 
of it ſhould occafion ſome -anxigus Cares; and Feats- 
now, than to abandon our ſelves to the yan wer- 
| fions and Amuſements of this World fer à While, 
and then mourn at the laſt, nen our Fleſb and aur Frov. 3. 
Bouys are copſamed, and ſay, - Ham haut me hated Il. 
ſtruction, and our Hearts deſpisd Reproof : Me have not -- 

= obeyd the Voice of our Teachers, nor inclin d our ear to 

um that inſtructed us? 


22 - —_ - - Funeral Sermon 
| .. \Bdly; Labour to be well ded with theſe livii 
Comforts in a dying hour. Tay up in ſtore 4 go 

Foundation for the time to come. But let us know 

this is not an eaſy thing to do; to die ſafely re- 

quires much diligence, and to. die comfortably more. 

There muſt be true Bvangelical Repentance, and 

2 Tim. 1. Faith in our Lord Jeſus Chriſt: We muſt commit 

tie keeping of our Souls to him againſt that day. The 

great Depoſitum muſt be lodg'd in his hands by a 

fpeciat' Deed of Truſt: This is the ſureſt way not 

to be confounded in aur ſelves when we comè to 

die. We muſt labour after more of the Know led 

of Chriſt, his Power and Faithfulneſs: We mu 

get our Conſciences cleans'd from dead Works, and 

keep them void of Offence: We muſt learn to be 

dying daily. Ualeſs our Hearts be rais'd above the 

inordinate Love of Life, they will never be ' rais'd 

above the inordinate' Fear of Death. And let us 

oſten think with our ſelves what a dreadful: thing 

it would be to have both our Fleſh: and our Hearts 

fail us at once, and no Supports given in for either. 

It is mention d as one part of the Miſery of a wicked 

Man, in Job 1% H Fleſb upon him ſhall hate 

Pen, and his Saul within him ſhall mourn : And in 

Hel 5. 1% He hub much Sorrow and Wrath in his 

Sena. Should we ſet our ſelves to imagine the 

maoſt diſtreſs'd Caſe that a Man can be in on this 

ice Hell, ſürely it is this; To ſee the Body: dying, 

. a de Sou? -dl/paiding 6e have no Help from God 

in Death, nor Hope in God as to what lies beyond 

Death. This is like to be the Caſe of wicked Men 

at that day, tho at preſent they deceive themſelves 

| with flattering Hopes and falſe Comforts ; tho vhey 

u sen. kindle 4 Fire, and compaſs themſelves about with Sparks, 


yet 


yet this ſhall they have of the Hand God, they ſhall 


of Righteouſneſs: ſhall ariſe th heal ry He Bay 
' Roghteouſneſs ſhall ariſe with healing ander his Wings. 
And tho they may wait long for theſe refielbing 
Beams, even more than the Watchman waits for the 
Morning; yet if they come at laſt, they will be 
worth the waiting for, If your Sun riſes, when 
others ate ſetting, you will never repent. either your 
Pains or your Patience. It is true, every one that dies 
ſafely does hot die comfortably; bur it is certain, that 
God has provided for the Comfort as well as for the 
Safety of his People in a dying hour, if they be not 
wanting to themſelves. He has promis'd to thoſe 
that are faithful and victorious in their ſpiritual War- 
fare, that be will give them the Morning-Star, Rev. 2. 
28. The Morning-Star is terminus Noctis & initium 
Diei, the end of the Night and the beginning of the 
Day; and fitly repreſents Divine Light and Comfort 
given in to the Saints in their dying hours.. | 

3aly, Let that which ftrengthens the Hearts: of God's: 
dying Servants, quiet the Spirits of their ſurviving Re- 
better than 


lations. Is the Loving-kindneſs of Gi 
Life? Is his Grace here, and his Glory hereafter, _ 
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in the Valley of the Shadow of Death? why 
thould you then abandon your ſelves to unconfolab 


rief? Did the Senſe of the Love of God, and the 
3: Peeſſed Hope of being for ever with him, make youe: 

3 eceasd Relations willing to leave af ihe Wart oo. --- 
a Peave Toa, and to leave even. their own Bodys behind 
_ hem; and will not the Conſideration. of this make: 


oo patient to part with them? As difficult a thing. 
5. you. have found it 5 them up to God, hi 
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able to make your Friends rejoice when they walk: - 
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Funeral Sermon on the Death of Mrs. J. Pa- 
- AX pion, by Mr. John Shower. Sold by the 
Widow Fawkner at the Talbot on the Briag. 


And Bibles and Common-Prayer Books. 
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